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Meet Lee Porter, NJ Fair Housing Champion 

In 1965, Lee Porter and her husband were 
steered away from fair housing in Bergen 
County, NJ, because of their race. That prompted 
Lee to join the County’s Fair Housing Council. 
She became its Executive Director in 1971 and 
still holds that position today at the age of 91. 
Her housing agency serves 4000 clients annually. 
She continues to use ‘testers’ to survey housing 
in her county and finds that experiences of 
discrimination are still very common, though 
“subtle,” and might be based on race, disability, 
type of payment, family status, and more.

“A good school means better education, a 
better education means a better salary, a 
better job, a better house, and the cycle 
goes around.” She recently celebrated the 

anniversary of the 1968 
Fair Housing act at a picnic 
with Senator Cory Booker, 

whose family she had 
helped house in the 1960s. 
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